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	SOMS: UPDATES 2026

	Lux Nova Partners Ltd has updated the “Sale, Operations and Maintenance Set” (“SOMS”) of contracts, first drafted in 2020 as part of the HNIP programme and updated in 2022 as part of the GHNF programme. 
The changes comprise:
· Update to many of the existing template contracts
· Addition of a new template contract – “Recovered Heat Offtake and Access Agreement”.
The new template contract: “Recovered Heat Offtake and Access Agreement”
We have developed a template contract to assist parties working on projects with heat recovery. 
At its core, the document distinguishes (and provides optionality) between two fundamentally different commercial models that may be used: (a) Model A: pricing of heat per kWh; and (b) Model B: charging for access to infrastructure that has higher than ambient temperature. 
The contract aims to adopt a balance position (as between “Hosts” and “ESCos”) and includes drafting guidance, negotiating points and links to some other relevant materials. Our scope of works required us to focus on heat recovery from data centres and waste water treatment plant, so more detailed drafting and guidance addresses these two heat source types, with recommendations and expectations of appropriate approaches.
Update of existing SOMS
We have updated many of the existing SOMS document. These latest updates are intended (primarily) to:
· update the Residential Supply Agreement to reflect better alignment with the 2024 Heat Trust rules;
· consolidate and simplify the Customer Supply Agreements for commercial supply (see further below);
· modifying the format of each of the Concession Agreement, the DBOM, O&M Agreement and the Metering and Billing Agreement for easier use – including incorporating a Contract Data at the front-end and reducing the number of drafting options within the body of the templates;
· updating all the above agreements (plus the Energy Centre Lease and the Easement) to reflect changes in law that have taken place since the last update, to include in some a place-marker for impending regulation of heat and some general tidying up;
· basic amendments to avoid conflict with Ofgem’s general authorisation conditions that apply to ‘authorised persons’, operating relevant heat networks or making relevant heat supplies.




The following table sets out in a little more detail on the updates undertaken:
	Document
	Date of update
	Detail of updates 

	2025 02A: HNIP Template Energy Centre Plant Room Lease
	31/1/2026
	· Additional drafting notes
· Addition of guarantor provisions
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation

	2025 02B: HNIP Template Easement 
	31/1/2026
	· Additional drafting notes (particularly around identifying grantor land and whether easement is appropriate)
· Removal of alienation rights
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation

	2025 03 HNIP Template Concession Agreement 
	31/1/2026
	· Updated statutory references
· Reformat in line with direction of market (contract data)
· Updates to reflect market changes
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation

	2025 06 HNIP Template DBOM Agreement 
	31/1/2026
	· Updated statutory references
· Update and revision of wording
· Simplification of front end of contract for ease of completion. Update to cross-contract liability wording
· Removal of all optional wording in the terms to facilitate completion
· Update of dispute resolution clauses
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation

	2025 07 HNIP Template O&M Agreement 
	31/1/2026
	· Updated statutory references
· Update and revision of wording
· Simplification of front end of contract removal of all optional wording in the terms for easy completion
· Update of dispute resolution clauses 
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation

	2022 08 HNIP Template Use of System Agreement 
	
	No updates

	2022 09 HNIP Template Connection and Adoption Agreement 
	
	Folded into new document 17 (however, 2022 document has not been withdrawn)

	2022 10 and 12 HNIP Template Connection and Supply Agreement (Plot and Building) 
	
	Folded into new document 17 (however, 2022 document has not been withdrawn)

	2022 11 HNIP Framework Supply Agreement 
	
	Folded into new document 17 (however, 2022 document has not been withdrawn)

	2022 13 HNIP Template Residential Supply Agreement 
	31/2/2026
	· Review and updating statutory references and inclusion of place-marker for impending heat regulation
· Aligning with 2024 Heat Trust rules
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation

	2022 14 HNIP Template Housing Association and Developer Supply Agreement 
	
	Folded into new document 17 (however, 2022 document has not been withdrawn)

	2022 15 HNIP Template Commercial Supply Agreement 
	31/1/2026
	Folded into new document 17 (however, 2022 document has not been withdrawn).

	2022 16 HNIP Template Metering & Billing Agreement  
	31/1/2026
	· Updated statutory references 
· Update and revision of wording
· Simplification of front end of contract and removal of all optional wording in the terms to facilitate completion
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation

	2025 17 HNIP Template Commercial Connection and Supply Agreement 
	31/1/2026
	New document.
All of the previous, separate templates for commercial supply have been consolidated into a single Commercial Connection and Supply Agreement. This comprises a much simpler front-end which can be supplemented with two, optional Annexes. 
These Annexes address:
· Connection Works by ESCo;
· Adoption and Acceptance by ESCo of network (Primary Plot Distribution Network or Secondary Distribution Network) laid by (or for) the Customer;
· the provision of ESCo Services (such as Secondary Network Services for Accepted Secondary Network and Metering and Billing of tenant customers of ESCO’s direct Customer);
· Voids;
· Splitting of Standing Charge between a landlord Customer and its tenant customers (eg commercial landlord of Commercial Units or Registered Provider Customer that is landlord of Residential Units).
· As such, the front-end of the Commercial Supply Agreement is relatively straightforward whilst the more complex situations are addressed (only where needed) through the inclusion of the relevant and necessarily more complex Annexes.
· Limited updating to address heat network regulation
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